When Julia Reed died in August, the South st one of its richestvoices and iost falented

chroniclers. Author of numerous books and magazine articles, Julia ssubject matter ranged froim

presidential politics fo pimento cheese, always peppered with her trademark wit, razor-sharp

anafyais, and mrastfery af bringing the reader along for the ride with a good story. She wasthe

life of any party but loved nothing more fran giving one, including a Christinas luncheon she and
Eeith Meacham co-hosted for the Garden Club of Nashville in Keith s hoine fast December.
Here, Keith, her dear friend and busineas parimer in the online shop Reed Simvihe & Company,

sharesmemoriesand a few of the enfertaining lessons she leamed from Fulia over the years.

Remembermg Julm

IDONT THINK THERE WAS EVEE. A TIME WHEN I
wasn't awarethat Julia Beed wasz in thiz world.
We're both from the small town of Greenville,
i zsigsippi, an d our fammilies were friends. adthough
sheandI wereld vears apart and didn’ know
each otherwell back then, Julialoved to jokethat
on Christmeas Eve I wasupstairs having milk and
cook ez in the nureery, whil e shewas down staire
sApping Champagn e at the grown-up party, We
dido't truly become friends until themid-1990s,
when wewere both living in Mew York an dmy
husband, Jon, becameher editor ot Newswagh,

Duringthattime, Julia and [ began co-hosting
parties and bringing a littlebit ofthe Mizszsippi
Deltato Manhattan, Wethought it waz 20 funngy
that peoplewould go cragy over food that would
havebeen part of any gathering back home, like
Sizter Schubert’zrolls and beef tenderloin with
horseradizh or ch eesestraws and zansageballs,
Little did folksrealize that those tasty biteswere
nothing more than Bizquick, cheddar cheese,
and Jirnroy Desn zanzage, but when it all comes
together, itz afabul ows combination.

We'd cook out of thetiny kitchens in either her
apartrnent ormine, sandwe enjoyedthe planning
and preparation as much as the actual event.
Whipping out our legal pads, we'd make endless
liztzand phoneback and forth, plotting whereto
procurethecrabmeat or what to servewith the
azpic thiztime. Jon would kind of roll hizs eyes and
saw,"Herewe go again, the Crabmeat Caucuszin
acton,” Thenickname stucl,

Jonhas certainly benefited from the efforts
ofthe Crabmeat Caucus, notleast of all when Julia
and I hosted hiz 30% birthday party atthe grand
but small apartment Julia had on East 78% Street,
There was thiz hilarious high lowmix of people,

everyone from Manolo Blahnik, André Leon Talley. and Katharine
Graham to somerenegade Mizsizsippianswho happenedtobein
town. Oneof the thingsz Julia taught me that [treasmuremost iz that
entertainingizall about having faith that ¥ our guests, no matter
whothey are, are going tohave amuch better timeifyvoumix it up.
Evervone doesn't haveto be famous orfancy, People are genuinely
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BEELOW: Ellie, the Meaachams:' Springer Spaniel, awaits
guestz. RIGHT: In the kitchen, small bouguets and
riyrtle topiaries were placed in wotive s, wine rinsars,
and a gentleman's ice pail fromn Keith and Julia's
chling shep, Reed Srythe & Compary. OPPOSITE: The
cantarpiece urn was packed with awvibrant mix of
roses, tanunculus, tulips, cedar, Quean Anne's lace,
and zilvery-blue eucalyptus pods for 3 gathearad -
from-the-garden effact.

grateful tobeinvited, andit makes for a much
moreinteresting eveningifthereis an element of
the unlm owr,

Julia collected people wherever shewent. She
had her foot in many diff erent arenas—politics,
design,food, fashion, culture—and the high-profile
perzonalities she met along the way often ended up
around her dinn ertable, Butzhe alwags remained
unpretent oz She knew that guests appreciate
when you've made an effort, and it doezn’ have
tohappen in a hugehonse or with thefinest slver,
althogh she definitel ¥ had plenty of that, Itz
aboutthepeople, the delicionsness of the food,
and afriendly atmosphere, rather than about
pretension or even perfection.

Andbelieveme, there wereplenty of mishaps,
but we revel ed in the chaos, One New Tear's
Eve,weco-hosted adinnerinher Mew Orleans
apartment on Bourbon Street. Aswas often the
caze, [ waz acting az herzois chefan d making
gome blinis to gerve with caviar [ mistakenlyzed
aour crearmnratherthan heavy cream, and th ey
puffed uplikefootballz—atotal serevwnip butwe

laughedfor an hour az we weregetting dressed for the evening,
andthey actually tasted delici oz,

At another party in my apartment, a 2alon-like affair with Jon
interviewing ArthurSchl esinger and Tom Brokaw forthe Council
on Foreign Belations, the caterers zetup around table sndneglected
tolockthelegs Thetable crashedin themiddle of the discusdon,
zending zpinach Madeleine and beeftenderloinflying all over
the dining roonn, Julia and [ran to the kitchen, opened another
bottle of Champagne, and gotto work putting fresh food onthe
table, azzuring the guests that thiz zort of thinghappen ed all the
tirne, Julia’s Madeira School motto, “Fun ction in disaster, finizhin
gtvle” waszfitting for alot of the entertaining we didin those days,

Julialeft Mewr York forthe Smith a few vearzbeforewe did_ but
when Jon and [ dec ded tomove our famil w to Mashwill e we bought
ahouse downthe street fromthe oneher mother wasbornin, where
Julia firequently wisitedher grandparents azachild Wewere thrilled
when our new houwsebecame Julia’s home away from home, and
we continued to find all sorts of reasons to plan parties and menus
together.including a couplefor her cookbooks,

Lazt Decemberwe gave a holidayluncheon for Julia’z consin,
Frannie Cormsine, to celebrateherleadership of the Garden Club of
MWazhwille, Whil ewe wonld often arrange centerpieces and Aowers
ourgelves, we knew for thiztime of vear and thiz crowd weneeded to
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stepup our game Fortunately oy stepmother and sister, Sherry and Sarah 25 ", /;’_ ¢l | ¥ = “

Stythe, own an event and floral buziness in Greenville called Lagniappe. and * A - .' | i__.i‘ = .

ther have such talent forincorporating beautiful branches sand otherthings : ‘% J J! 3 . =

from thevard into moreformal arran gements, even waing fuits and vegetables = ‘_:. e | 4+ A

fromthekitchen. It all felt organic snd made the day more special. Pulling the fr.! . iy I i !

party togetherbecame afarmily affair., - it |

Azusual, there was abit of a mad rush behind the scenes, Although generally h = | 1 " i

wedonthave aleohol at Garden Club functions, Julia not surprizin gly put ._ s

thekibosh onthat plan, We mixed up somemilkpunch around 10 o' ock and : : - 3

evervone consumed their fair share whil e we prepared lunch, The suests

arrived at noon and no one elzetrned it away either, [ thinkit's safeto sayit "

wazaveryfestivemesting of theladi e,

Oneof thesweetest things about the dag was seeing o meany generations

together—women that Julis’s motherhad grown up with wormen that Julia

hadbeenfriendswith aza child: women they hadhanded on to me az new

friendsz for mylifein Mashwville, whoze daughters are now growin g up with my ; o

: daughters, Juliabelieved the best recipefor aparty iztheright combination
JULLA REED'S ng;aple,andthisane.seemedlikeE.fverylthinghadcmne]‘?ull circle, . i :
e greatestleszon learned from Julia over thevearziz that cooking and 2
MILK PLUNCH zetting a beautifial table arereally the purest expressons of friendship and - 1 o
- lowe, Shortly before shedied, Juliawrote me a note telling me I wazlike the ' o o

"I never serve eggnog—the one sister she'dneverhad, snd although for a long time shemsy havebeen the { . 2 =
holidsy culinary tradition | have not teacher and I the student, howmuch shehadlearn ed from me, too. [t was the :
been able te get behind—but | most precious gift Julia could have given me,
do rake millk punch, With its frothy
top and net-sejaundiced color, 1 =
a milk punch iz prettier to lock at ! - :
than eggnoeg and is net nearly ] it ,.“
as tich and cloving, savad from that "~ i i _____ '_"" e
state by an effective combination L i e = 5 4 i )
of bourben and brandy. They ara < i 3 3 IR
especially goeod before a heliday : ,.i'k \
lunch with, naturally, cheese straws T - 2 ﬁl{
and pecans. By evening, everyohe oo, 4R : :_ﬂm’, : ..1-:
wants & $anta hat.” s ek
—From Ham Eiscuits, Hostoss = #
Gownsg and Offer Southem \ ¢
Speciatfios (SE Martin's Prass, 20083 e il
For the recipe, visit flowear magcom.
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